JUST BELIEVE THAT YOUR LIFE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THIS WORLD

· The Bible gives an account of the life of a man called Joseph who loved God and honoured God in all that he did.”

· Joseph had a dream of Greatness.  (Genesis 37:3-11)
“Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age.  Also he made him a tunic of many colours. But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peaceably to him.

Now Joseph had a dream, and he told it to his brothers; and they hated him even more.  {Sometimes we must be careful about who we share our dreams with} So he said to them, “Please hear this dream which I have dreamed: “There we were, binding sheaves in the field.  Then behold, my sheaf arose and also stood upright; and indeed your sheaves stood all around and bowed down to my sheaf.”  

“And his brothers said to him, “Shall you indeed reign over us? Or shall you indeed have dominion over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words.  Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, “Look, I have dreamed another dream.  And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down to me.”

“So he told it to his father and his brothers and his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that you have dreamed?  Shall your mother and I and your brothers indeed come to bow down to the earth before your?”

“And his brothers envied him, but his father kept the matter in mind.”

· We all need to have a VISION for our life.  This will keep our dreams alive.  God has a plan for each and every one of us.
“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.  (Jeremiah 29:11) 

WHAT CAN WE LEARN ABOUT THE LIFE OF JOSEPH

1) GOD DOES NOT LOOK FOR THE QUALIFIED BUT FOR THOSE WHO WILL TRUST HIM AND FOLLOW HIS PLAN FOR THEIR LIFE.

· Joseph was just 17 years old when God gave him the dream of greatness

· Age is no barrier to being used of God  (Moses was 80 years old when God called him to be used to deliver Israel from their bondage in Egypt)

· God often uses the foolish things of this world to confound the wise.  (The great King David was the youngest and a shepherd boy, who God raised up to be King of Israel.)

· GOD ENABLES AND EMPOWERS THOSE WHO ARE OBEDIENT TO HIS CALL ON THEIR LIFE
Reinherd Bonnke was called by God to be a missionary to Africa. Three others had failed to respond to God’s call. After some very tough years God gave Reinherd Bonnke a dream of a Blood washed Africa.  After humble beginnings 40 years ago, Bonnke now preaches to one million at each of the gospel meetings that he holds.
2) TO FULFILL OUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY WE WILL NEED TO OVERCOME OBSTACLES AND OUR OWN “FEARS”
· Joseph was rebuked by his father 

· Joseph was envied by his brothers

· His brothers even wanted to kill him  (Genesis 37:12,13,18,19)

“ Then his brothers went to feed their father’s flock in Shechem.  And Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers feeding the flock in Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” So he said to him, “Here I am.”  Then he said to him, “Please go and see if it is well with your brothers and well with the flocks, …”   

Now when they saw him afar off, even before he came near them, they conspired against him to kill him.  Then they said to one another, ‘Look, this dreamer is coming!” 
3) NOTHING CAN THWART GOD’S PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE IF YOU TRUST AND OBEY HIS WILL FOR YOUR LIFE

“Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;  (Philippians 1:6)

“For He shall give His angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways.”  (Psalm 91:11)

“Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.”  (Psalm 37:3-5)

GOD USED JOSEPH’S YOUNGER BROTHER REUBEN TO THWART THE PLANS OF THE OLDER BROTHERS TO KILL JOSEPH.

The older brothers said, “Come therefore, let us now kill him and cast him into some pit; and we shall say, ‘Some wild beast has devoured him.’ We shall see what will become of his dreams!”

“But Reuben heard it, and he delivered him out of their hands, and said, “Let us not kill him.”  And Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit which is in the wilderness, and do not lay a hand on him”- that he might deliver him out of their hands, and bring him back to his father.”  (Genesis 37:20-22) 

GOD DIRECTS OUR STEPS WHEN WE LIVE FOR HIM

“The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, And He delights in his way.”  (Psalm 37:23)

“So Judah said to his older brothers, “What profit is there if we kill our brother and conceal his blood?  Come and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him, for he is our brother and our flesh.”  And his brothers listened.  Then Midianite traders passed by; so the brothers pulled Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver.  And they took Joseph to Egypt.”  (Genesis 37:26-28) 

4) WE WILL ALL HAVE BOTH VALLEYS AND PEAKS IN OUR LIFE.  WE LIVE IN A FALLEN WORLD

· JOSEPH’S DREAM OF GREATNESS WAS A MOUNTAIN TOP EXPERIENCE
· ALMOST IMMEDIATELY JOSEPH ENTERED A WINTER SEASON OF 13 YEARS (A Valley Experience)

· Sold into slavery

· Was bought by Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh

“Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt.  And Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him down there.  The Lord was with Joseph, and he was a successful man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian.”  (Genesis 39:10)

· Was wrongly accused of making advances to Potiphar’s wife after he fled her advances

“…Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance.  And it came to pass after these things that his master’s wife cast longing eyes on Joseph, and she said, “Lie with me.”  But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “Look, my master does not know what is with me in the house, and he has committed all that he has to my hand.”

“There is no one greater in this house than I, nor has he kept back anything from me but you, because you are his wife.  How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?”  So it was, as she spoke to Joseph day by day, that he did not heed her, to lie with her or to be with her.”

But it happened about this time, when Joseph went into the house to do his work, and none of the men of the house was inside, that she caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me.”  But he left his garment in her hand, and fled and ran outside.”  (Genesis 39:6-12)  POTIPHAR’S WIFE THEN ACCUSED JOSEPH OF MAKING ADVANCES TOWARDS HER  (Genesis 39:13-19)

· Joseph was then put in jail

“Then Joseph’s master took him and put him into the prison, a place where the king’s prisoners were confined.  And he was there in the prison.”  (Genesis 39:20)

· Joseph interprets the dreams of the Baker and Butler in prison

“It came to pass after these things that the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt offended their lord, the king of Egypt…So he put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the prison, the place where Joseph was confined…Then the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were confined in the prison, had a dream, both of them, each man’s dream in one night and each man’s dream with its own interpretation.” (Genesis 40:1,3, 5)  Joseph was able to interpret both of their dreams (Genesis 40:6-19)

· The chief butler forgot about Joseph when freed

Joseph said to the chief butler, “But remember me when it is well with you, and please show kindness to me; make mention of me to Pharaoh, and get me out of this house.  For indeed I was stolen away from the land of the Hebrews; and also I have done nothing here that they should put me into the dungeon.”  (Genesis 40:14-15)

“Yet the chief butler did not remember Joseph, but forgot him.” 

(Genesis 40:23)

· Two more years in jail 

“Then it came to pass, at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh had a dream; …”  (Genesis 41:1) 

· God can and will help us during the challenges in our life if we place our trust in Him

· God can pull us out of every pit, (Just as Joseph was pulled out of the pit by his brothers to begin his journey to Egypt), EVEN THOSE WE HAVE DUG FOR OURSELVES

5) GOD PREPARES PEOPLE FOR GREATNESS

· It is in the crucible of life that God prepares people for greatness
· DURING THESE TRIALS OUR FAITH IS ESTABLISHED
· It is only when God has broken us that we can be used to do great and mighty things for Him

· GOD USES THE SITUATIONS AND CIRCUMSTANCES IN OUR LIVES TO PREPARE US FOR HIS WORK (TO ESTABLISH OUR FAITH IN HIM)
This side of Heaven we will all experience:

i) Trials

ii) Tribulations
iii) Rejection

iv) Injustices
v) Disappointments
vi) Discouragement

vii) SETBACKS, or

viii) AT TIMES, a sense of inadequacy or hopelessness in some situations

IT IS IN THE OVERCOMING OF THESE CHALLENGES THAT GOD PREPARES US FOR GREATNESS.

6) GOD   IS ALWAYS WITH US DURING THE STORMS OF LIFE THAT WE GO THROUGH

· Joseph received favour wherever he went

i)  In Potiphar’s House
“The Lord was with Joseph, and he was a successful man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian.  And his master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord made all he did to prosper in his hand. So Joseph found favour in his sight, and served him.  Then he made him overseer of his house, and all that he had he put under his authority.

So it was, from this time that he had made him overseer of his house and all that he had, that the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; and the blessing of the Lord was on all that he had in the house and in the field. (Genesis 39:2-5)

ii)  In Prison

“Then Joseph’s master took him and put him into the prison, a place where the king’s prisoners were confined.  And he was there in the prison.  But the Lord was with Joseph and showed him mercy, and He gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison.

And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph’s hand al the prisoners who were in the prison; whatever they did there, it was his doing.  The keeper of the prison did not look into anything that was under Joseph’s authority, because the LORD was with him; and whatever he did, the Lord made it prosper.”  (Genesis 39:20-23)

iii) With Pharaoh (Pharaoh calls for Joseph)

“Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him quickly out of the dungeon; and he shaved, changed his clothing, and came to Pharaoh.  And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a dream, and there is no one who can interpret it.  But I have heard it said of you that you can understand a dream, to interpret it.”  “Then Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, “It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh an answer of peace.”  (Genesis 41:14-16)

7) WE MUST ALLOW GOD TO DO HIS COMPLETE WORK OF PREPARATION IN OUR LIVES

·    We must continue to do the Godly thing, rather than the expedient thing, at all times.  (Joseph chose to never compromise his integrity)
· THE GREATER THE MISERY, OFTEN THE GREATER THE MINISTRY AND PLAN GOD HAS FOR A PERSON’S LIFE

GOD CAN USE ALL OF OUR PAST BAD EXPERIENCES AND EVEN MISTAKES FOR HIS GLORY, AS WE COMFORT OTHERS IN THEIR SUFFERINGS. During trials, we must always cling to Jesus. He will never leave nor forsake us.

· THE WINTER SEASON WILL COME TO AN END
PHARAOH PROMOTES JOSEPH

“… Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh  (Genesis 41:17-24) are one; God has shown Pharaoh what He is about to do: (Genesis 41:26-31) … And the dream was repeated to Pharaoh twice because the thing is established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass. (SEVEN YEARS OF GREAT PLENTY FOLLOWED BY SEVEN YEARS OF GREAT FAMINE IN EGYPT) Now therefore, let Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and set him over the land of Egypt.”  

“Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers over the land, to collect one-fifth of the produce of the land of Egypt in the seven plentiful years.  And let them gather all the food of those good years that are coming, and store up grain under the authority of Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities.  Then that food shall be as a reserve for the land for the seven years of famine which shall be in the land of Egypt, that the land may not perish during the famine.”  (Genesis 41:25,32-36)

“And Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find such a one as this, a man in whom is the Spirit of God?”  Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Inasmuch as God has shown you all this, there is no one as discerning and wise as you.  You shall be over my house, and all my people shall be ruled according to your word; only in regard to the throne will I be greater than you.”

“AND PHARAOH SAID TO JOSEPH, “SEE, I HAVE SET YOU OVER ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT.”  “Then Pharaoh took his signet ring off his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand; and he clothed him in garments of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck.  And he had him ride in the second chariot which he had…” AND “SET HIM OVER ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT.”  (Genesis 41:41-43)
8) WE MUST ALWAYS KNOW AND SEE THAT GOD IS AND HAS BEEN SOVEREIGN IN ALL OUR CIRCUMSTANCES.   (Even the tough times in our life)
After Joseph revealed himself to his brothers he said, it was God who had sent him to Egypt.

“But now, do not therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life…And God sent me before you to preserve a posterity for you in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance.  So now it was not you who sent me here, but God…” (Genesis 45:5,7-8a)

We all have a choice in life how we react to negative situations in our life.  We can either,

i) Draw close to God and become better, OR

ii) Blame God and others and become bitter

9) WE SEE THE POWER OF FORGIVENESS IN JOSEPH’S LIFE

“Then he (Joseph) asked them (His brothers) about their well-being, and said, “Is your father well, the old man of whom you spoke? Is he still alive?”…Then he lifted his eyes and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother’s son, and said, “Is this your younger brother of whom you spoke to me? And he said, “God be gracious to you, my son.”  Now his heart yearned for his brother; so Joseph made haste and sought somewhere to weep.  And he went into his chamber and wept there.” (Genesis 43:27-30)  

“Then Joseph could not restrain himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Make everyone go out from me!” So no one stood with him while Joseph made himself known to his brothers.  And he wept aloud, and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard it. Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph; does my father still live?” (Genesis 45:1-3)

JOSEPH HAD NO UNFORGIVENESS TOWARDS HIS BROTHERS WHO HAD SOLD HIM INTO SLAVERY MANY YEARS EARLIER

Joseph told his brothers, “God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not tarry. “You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near to me, you and your children, your children’s children, your flocks and your herds, and all that you have.  THERE I WILL PROVIDE FOR YOU, LEST YOU AND YOUR HOUSEHOLD, AND ALL THT YOU HAVE, COME TO POVERTY; FOR THERE ARE STILL FIVE YEARS OF FAMINE.”   (Genesis 45:9-11)
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